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PSALM cxxii. 6. 


Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem : T hey ſhall 
proſper that love thee. 


5 Is no uncommon thing in the Old Teſta- 

| ment, to find New Teſtament Duties, couch- 
ed under Old Teſtament Phraſes. St. Paul 
exhorts us, to Pray for the Civil State, to 
make Prayers and Supplications and Interceſſions, for Kings, 
and all that are in Authority, that under them, we may 
lead a quiet and peaccable Life in all Godlineſs and Hone- 
Hh 1 Tim. 2. 1,2. And he alſo exhorts us in ano- 
ther Place, to pray for the Church, that the word of God 
may have free courſe and be glorified, 2 Theſſ. 3. 1. $0 
that, in ſhort, it is our Duty under the Goſpel, to be 
concerned for the welfare both of Church and State, 
And the ſame Duty in Old Teſtament Phraſes, or accord- 
ing to the Dialect of rhoſe Times, is recommended to us, 
in the words of my Text, Pray for the peace of Jeruſa- 
lem, Goc. 

By Jeruſalem here, we are to underſtand, Jeruſalem 
In its Gil and Religious Capacity; or Jeruſalem conſi- 
der'd both on a Political and Eccleſiaſtical account; and 
ſo it includes the Civil State, and the Church of God. 
That by Feruſalem here, we are to underſtand the 
Civil State, or Jeruſalem conſider'd in its Civil capacity, 
is Ei from ſome Paſlages in this Pſalm, where Feru- 
falem is deſcrib'd as a Civit Community, a City that is 
compact together, v. 3. Yea, the Metropolis, or chief 
City of Judea, the Royal City, where was the King's 
Palace, the Thrones of the Houſe of David, and Courts 
of Civil Judicature, Thrones of Judment, v. 5. From 
whence it is plain, that the Civil State is comprehended 


under this Term, 
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Aud that by Jer#/alem we are allo to underſtand the 
the Charch of Cod, is kcal apparent from other Paſ- 
ſages in this Pſalm, where Jeruſuem is ſer forth as the 
City of the Great King, as the place of God's Reſidence, 
there being bis Hauſe to Which the Tribes of the Lord 
went up to Worſhip, v. 1, 2 2, 3, 4. I was glad when they 
ſaid unto me, Let us go into the Henſe of the Lord: Our 
Jeet ſba!l jtaud within thy Gates, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem 
is builded as a City that is compatt together; ; wither the 
Tribes go up, the Tribes of the Lord, unto the teſtimony of | 
Iirael, ro give thanks wato the name o/ the Lord. p 
| (Whither the Tribes go up) namely to Jeruſalem. (The 
Tribes of the Lord, unto the teſtimony of Iſrael) i. e. to 

ite Ark, which is called the Tegtimony of Iſrael, becauſe 
ia it were kept the two Tables of the Law, which is 
called the, Teſtimony, Ee. 25. 16. Aud thou ſhalt 
fur into the Ark the Teſiimony which I ſhall give thee. 
Now, this Ark beiag kept in the Temple, or Houſe of 
1:70 Lord, particularly in the Holy of Holies; and this ' 
Houte of the Lord, wherein it was placed being in Feru- 
alem; this was the Reaſon, why the Tribes reſorted 

;hicher, namely, that they might viſit the Ar}, and 
hear God's Law; and not only 70, but that they might 
give thanks unte the Name of the. Lord; as *tis expreſſed 
in the cloſe of the Verſe, i. e. that they might praiſe 
God, and call upon his Name, and perform all parts of 
publick Worſhip, the whgle Synecdochically being 
compreheaded under one, part of it. All which being 
Jone-n an eminent manner, at God's Hoſe in Feruſa- 
lems this was one Reaſon, why Jeruſalem was fo love- 
ly in David's Eye, and which made him ſeck the good 
of it, as himſelf tells us, v..g. Becauſe of the Houſe of 
x the Lord aur God, I will ſeck = good, Aad accordingly 
[ he calls upon all Perſons, in the words of my Text, to 
| pray ER. 
3 ( Pray jor the Peace of Jeruſalem) i. e. Pray for Jeru- 
1 len, as before explained, conlidered both in its G vil and 0 
1 Kel: ous Capacity : In a word, Pray ker the Peace both | 
et Charch and State. 
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But what is meant by the Peace of it? In ſhort, its 
Proſperity, for ſo the Pſalmiſt does Explain himſelf, in 
the Verſe followiag my Text; Peace be within thy Walls, 
and Proſperity within thy Palaces. 

Peace, in Scripture, is frequently put for a proſperous 
and happy State of Things, *Twas the manner of the 
Jews in old Time, when they Saluted eich other, or 
wiſhed Proſperity to each other, to ſay, Peace be to you, 
We have this exemplified in the Inſtance of David, lis 
Saluting. Nabel, 1 Sam. 25. 4,5, 6-—— Thus ſhall ye ſay 
to him that li veth in Proſperity, Peace be bet!) ro thee, and 
peace be to thine Houſe, and pt ace be unto all that thou baſl. 
(Peace be unto thee) i. e. Proſperity be unto thee, as it 
is explained in that Verſe. . So then, by Peace in Scrip- 
ture Language, 1s ſometimes meant, a proſperous State, 
And in this Senſe we are to underſtand it in the words 
of my Text, where we ate bid to pray for the peace of 
Jeruſalem, i. e. ia ſhort, to pray for its proſperity. This 
is the Duty that is here preſcribed ; and *cis inforced by 
an alluring Motive, | 

(They ſhall proſper that love thee.) Which words may 


admit of a double meaning : They are cither ſpoken 


by way of Promiſe: that they who bear good will to 
Jeruſalem, or to the Church and State whereto they be- 
long, ſhall proſper : Or elſe they are ſpoken by way 
of Wiſh,” (They {hall proſper that love thee) i. e. let them 
proſper, the Future being taken Imperative), as *tis 
ſomecimes, and ſo the meaning is, The Lord grant 
them Proſperity, and all Happiaeſs. Either way it is 
a powerful Motive to inforce this Duty, of Praying for 
the Peace of Jeruſalem. e 

There is great need, my Beloved Chriſtians, to proſs 
Perſons to the practice of this Duty at this time; can- 
ſideriug thoſe Diſturbances, and Rebellious Tumults, that 
have been among us in our Jeruſalem, I mean London, 


the Metropolis of this Kiagdom : Where under pre- 


tence of eſpoxſing the Cauſe of Dr. Henry Sacheverell, 


(who is called in Queſtion by the Honourable Houſe of 
Cammons, for caſting Reflect ions on the late Revolution 


made 
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made by K. Vill am, and ſi ellas and majataining,thac 
the neceſſary means us'd to bring it about, were odious 


— 


and unjuſtiſiable, with ſame other things that are laid 
to his charge) the Mob got together in great numbers 
and in a Rebellious and Tumultuous manner, pulPd 
down and defaced divers Meeting- Houſes in one Night, 
and had they not been timely ſuppreſs'd by the Govern 
ment, we know not where theſe Tumolts would have 
ended. | | 
We have, this Day, to do with a Common Enemy, 
the French Monarch I mean, who has been the Ruine 
of the Proteſtant Keligion in his own Dominions, and 
would foon extirpate it from theſe Realms, ſhould he 
prevail in the preſent War. Our United Force is lit- 
tle enough to keep out this Enemy, and to keep off 
thoſe Judgments that are at our Doors. Apd yet we 
have ſome ſo infatuated among us, as to weaken our 
Hands, by ſowing Diſcord among Brethren, and endea- 
vcuring to ſtir up open Rebellion, to the great Joy of 
our Common Enemy, and the apparent hazard both 
of Church and State. And therefore it cannot, at this 
JunRure, be unſeaſonable to exhort you to the Duty of 
my Text, namely, To pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. 
That I may the better promote this Duty, and make 
my Diſcourſe as profirable as I can, I ſhall take occaſion 
from this Text, to ſpeak a little to the following 
Heads. | 5 
I. I hall ſhew what Grounds and Reaſons we have 
at this time, to pray for the Peace of Jeru/elem. 
II. Shew, what Encouragements there are to this 
Duty. And, | „ 
HL Give ſome Directions about it. 


Firſt, I ſhall ſhew, what Grounds and Reaſons we have 

4 this time, te pray for the Peace of Jeruſalnm: Or in 
other Terms, to pray for the peace and Proſperity of 
the Church and Stare, in this Nation. And here I ſhall 
reduce what I have to ſay on this Head, to the fol- 
Towiog Particulars, | B 
| | 1 55 | 1. One 5 
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1. One thing that makes it a ſeaſonable Duty at this 


2 
6 FTA 


time, is chat Powerful Enemy, that we have abroad. You 


_ 
hs 


know, we are ingag'd in a War with France; a War, 
that of late has been very Bloody, for ſome Years paſt, 
(ever ſince the famous Battle at Hocb#et, there has 
been ſcarce a Campaign, wherein there has not been 
ſome Engagement, and the 4% of Men on both ſides, 
(though, bleſſed be God, generally ſpeaking, we have 
always had the be# of them) ſo that AMuititudes, 
have been Slain in this War. It has been a War 
expenſive of Blood ; and not only of Blood, but of 
Treaſure alſo ; For, (ſome ſmall interval of Peace ex- 
cepted) it has been a War of long continuance, of above 
Twenty Years ſtanding : In which ſpace of time, it has 
put the Nation to a vaſt Expence, to ſeveral Scores of 
Millions of Pounds, ſo that the Land is much impoveriſhd, 
and all forts of Perſons begin to feel the Effects of it. 

On both thefe accounts it is an Awful War, and 


ſhould make us to pray, as in the Words of my Text, 


for the Peace of Jeruſalem, for the Proſperity of this Na- 
tion: But mach more, when we conſider the dreadful 
Conſequents that will attend it, ſhould the Enemy beat at 
in this War. *Tis true, of late our Arms have been 
Victorious; but the Battle is not always to the Strong, 
nor the Race to the Swift, as Solomon ſpeaketh. Victery, 
which now like a mighty Torrent runs on our Side, may 
take another Channel; which God in his Infinite Mercy 
forbid ! But the thing is poſſible; and ſhould it do ſo, 
and go over to the Side of the French, in what a ſad 
Caſe, in what a deplorable Condition, would our Jeruſa- 
lem, would our Church and State be ? 

With Reference to the Church, ſhould the French pre- 
vai in this War, we are all undone. We that are Diſ- 
ſent ers, ſhould then have no Act of Toleration : And as 
for our Brethren of the Church of England, they would 
not have the Liberty of Diſſenters. We muſt all of us 
then turn Papifts, or be burnr at a Stake, as in the Days 
of Queen Mary, or eife be put to other Cruel Torments, 
and Inhumane Treatment. We can make no dit of all 
N this, 
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this, when we take a view of the Affairs of France, and 
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ſee how our Brethren of the Proteſtant Religion have 


been treated there. About thirty Years ſince, they were 
a famous, flouriſhing Church; many Thouſands of them 
made prote ſſion of the ProtefFant Religion, and were 
ſupported by the Government; and indeed were a Means 
of ferting the preſent French Monarch on the Throne, 
who nath ſince Rewarded them well for it; but ſuch In- 
genuity we. mult expect from Papiſts. Within theſe 
thirty Years paſt, they have been broken to Pieces, they 
are ſcatier'd and destrey d, and inhumane Forments 
have been executed on them; ſo that they are now al- 
moſt exrirpated: And if France did this to her own Sub- 
jects, her own Country-men, can any one think, can 
any Perſon imagine, that ſhe ſhould be kinder to Ser an- 
gers, to our ſelves I mean, ſhould God give Great-Brit- 
tain imo her Hands? 

It ſeems we have ſome ſo ſhh among vs, as to call 
themſelves Frote ſtants, and yet co Ni joyce at the French 
Succeſſes, to plead for the Pretender, and to wiſh him 
on the Britiſh Throne, tho* it were effected by. French 
Power.. But either thele Men are Proteſtants in ſhew, 
and PapiFs in reality: Or elſe they are infatvated to a 
Frange degree, by endeavouring to promote their omn 
Ruine, as well as their Neighhours. For ſhould French 
Popery be ſer up among us, there would be no diffe- 
1ence of High and Low Church, but one and the other, 
unleſs they can go to that length, as to turn Pap:#s, 
muſt expect the ſame Fate. 0-0 


Thus ſhould the French King prevail in this War, we 


muſt bid adieu to the Prote tant Religion; Popery, like 
à Flood, would break in among us; the Beauty and 
Glory of the Prote tant Church would be defac'd and 
ruin d: And therefore we have reaſon, to pray for the 
Peace and Proſperity of Jeruſalem, at this time, upon 
the account of the Church. 128 9 

And not only ſo, but upon the account of the Civil 
State alſo. For ſhould we be conquer d in this War, our 
Cjvit Government would be overturn'd; we ſhould have 


new 


- 
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n. 


5 Pary for the Peace of Jeruſalem. Fm 9 


— 


new Lords, and new Laws; our Right ful Sovereign Queen 
Anne, under whoſe happy Reign, we enjoy ſo many 


ſingular Bleſſings, would be driven from us, if not de- 


roy d; and the Baſe Pretender ſet over ns, who mult 
hold his Crown of the French Monarch; and ſo, in effect, 
we ſhould be Slaves unto France. 

So then, conſidering the preſent War, and the dread- 
fol Conſequents that may attend it, if ſo be the War 
ſhould turn again#t us, we have reaſon to put in Practice 
the Duty of my Text, and pray for the Peace of our 
Feruſalem, the Peace and Proſperity both of Church 
and State. 

2. Another thing that makes it a ſeaſonable Duty, 
at this time, are thoſe ſecret Enemies that we have at 
home. The Honourable Houſe of Commons, in their 
late Addreſs to the Queen, mentions ſome of them. 
Take their own Words, at the beginning of their Ad- 


dreſs, which run thus. 


*© Moſt Gracious Sovereign, We your Majeſty's moſt 


„„ Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the Commons of Great 


& Britain in Parliament aſſembled, out of a deep Sence of 
© the repeated Inſtances of your Majeſty's unparallell'd 
©© Goodneſs, beg leave to return our moſt Hearty Thanks, 
© for your moſt Gracious Anſwer, to our humble 
© Adareſs, and for your Effectual Care, in ſuppreſſing 
e thoſe Rebellious Tumults, which were ſer on foot and 
** fomented, by Papiſts, Non-Jurors, and other Enemies 
** to your Majeſty's Title and Government, in Defiance 
of the Juſt Proſecution of the Commons againſt Dr. 
& Henry Sacheverell, &c. | 

By this Addreſs it appears, that our Domeſtick Ene- 
mies are eſpecially theſe; the Papiſts, the Non-Jurors, 
and other Enemies to the Government, who under pre- 
tence of maintaining the Doctrine of Unlimited Non- 
Ke ſiſt ance, do actually run into open Rebellion. 

The Papiſts lead the Van, and are here mention'd in 
the firit place, who have an Izveterate, rooted Grudge, 
againſt our happy Conſtitution, and the Peace and Pro- 
ſperity of our Jeruſalem, Bach their Attempts upon 

; | 55 | "the 
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the Governmeat, for theſe Hundred Years paſt, both 
Open and Secret, upon all Occaſions ; their Spaniſh In- 
vaſion, their Powder Plot, and all their other Atremprs 
ſince, whereof many are freſh in our own Memory.Theſe 
are the Government's Sworn Enemies, and are never 
wanting to improve all Opportunities, to Imbroil the 
Public, and to put us into Confuſion. 

Next to theſe ſucceed the Non-Furors, who can't 
in Conſcieace Swear Allegiance to our Lawful and Right- 
ful Sovereign Lady Queen Anne, but reſerve their Alle- 
giance for the St. Germain- Pretender, if ever God ſhould 
| permit him to come. So that theſe Men bid open Deſi- 
ance unto the Government, and plainly tell us, what we 
. are to expect at their Hands, namely, that when they 
have an Opportunity, we muſt expect their Oppoſition. | 

But then we have another, more dangerous Enemy 
| than either of the former, lurking in our Boſoms, and 
| theſe are our Temporizing Minifters, who Swear to the 
| Government to get into Places, but ſtil] retain their 


Old Principles, which are inconſistent with the preſent 
Conſtitution.  Wicneſs the Sermon, that was preach d 
at St. Pauls, laſt November 5. for which the Author is | 
calPd in queſtion. x | 

His beloved Doctrine is Non- Reſiſtance, upon any pre- 
tence whatſoever. See his Sermon on November 5. p. 12, 
where are theſe Words. The © Grand Security of our | 
„ Government, and the very Pillar upon which it 
« fands, is founded upon the ſteady Belief of the Sub- 
«< jets Obligation, to an Abſolute and Unconditional 
« Obedience to the Supream Power, in all Things 
« Jawful, and the utter Jllzgality of Reſiſtance upon any | 
& Pretence whatſoever. 

This Doctrine, on a ſecond review, he owns, and 
tells the Parliament, that he is ready to ſuffer any Pu- 
niſhment, they ſhall lay on him, in Defence of it. See 
his Anſwer to the Articles of Impeachment, p. 7, 8. where 
are theſe Words. | 

And the ſaid Henry Sacheverel, doth with all Hu- 
- « milicy aver the illegality of Reſiſtance, on any pretence 
, 5 ** Whatſe- 
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« whatſoever, to be the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
&« land, and to have been the general Opinion of the 
« moſt Orthodox and able Divines, But if this 
« Doctrine be declar'd Erroneous, and it ſhall pleaſe 
% God, that he „fer for aſſerting it, He truſts that 
« God will enable him, to ſhew his ſteady Belief of this 
« Doctrine, by a meek and patient Reſignation, to hat- 
« ever ſhall befal him on that account. | 

That the Doctor may bring a whole cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, to bear their Teſtimony to this Doctrine, no body 
doubts. For Non-Reſiftance, at one time, was the 
Darling of the Age, the currant Doctrine of the Nati- 


on, our Pulpits rang of it, our Biſhops and Doctors preach'd 


it up, and cry'd aloud, and ſpar'd not, eſpecially in the 


Reign of King Charles II. till they had juſt brought the 


Nation to Ruine; And had they all kept to that Doct- 
rine, and been contented to prattiſe it as well as teach 
It, we had been all undone before now, and in all pro- 
bability, there had not been at this time, the face, and 


Jhew of the Prote ſtant Religion in this Kingdom. But 


God was pleas'd, in a time of Danger, to open the Eyes 
of this Nation, when no fair reaſoning could prevail 
with them. And having ſo narrowly eſcap'd the Snare, 
one would think that no one, who is a Friend to the 
Proteſtant Religion, unleſs diſtracted, would have broach'd 
this Doctrine, at this time of Day, eſpecially conſider- 
ing, that it makes the Revolution to be Rebellion, and 
conſequently blames our worthy Patriots that were con- 
cern'd in it, and conſequently maintains the pretended 
Right of the Prince of Wales, and conſequently ſtrikes 
at the wndoubred Title of her preſent Majeſty ; and this 
the Doctor in his Sermon does evidently do, for he Ar- 
raigns the whole Government, and makes the late Revo- 
lution, and preſent EZabliſhment, to be down right Re- 
bellion; for every body knows, that the Revolution was 
founded in Reſiſtance, by the Prince of Orange, his 
coming over with an armed Force, to oppoſe King 
James, in his Arbicrary Government; and the preſent 


; Condtitution QWeS its whole Birth to that Revolution, for 


B 2 had 
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had it not been for King William's Reſiſtance, her pre- 
feat Majesty had been excluded the Throne. And yet 
theſe Gentlemen, at this time of Day, in Defiance of the 
Government, whoſe Bread they eat, have the Impudence 
to plead, for this Abſurd and Slaviſb Doctrine, and ſo to 
Arraign the whole Government, Queen, Lords and Com- 
mon, and to make them all Rebels. FR 

And yet forſooth, no Perſon dares, no not the high- 
ent Court in the Realm, to call them in Queſtion: But 
it they do, they have a Mob at hand, to maintain their 
Cauſe, to affront the Parliament, to oppoſe Government, 
to deſpiſe Dignities, to pul! down the Meetings of Pro- 
teſtant D.ſſenters, who were not concern'd in the preſent 
_ and in a word, to break forth into open Re- 

ellion. 

Theſe be our Non- Reſiſtance Men! who ſhew by their 
Practice, they don't believe their own Doctrine. Non- 
Re ſiſtance, even abſolute, unlimited Non-Reſtftance, is 
their DoQrice : Down right Rebellion their Practice; 
ſo that their Practice contradicts theirProfeſſion. And 
indeed Experience hath ſufficiently ſhewn, that there are 
none more forward to Reſiit and Rebel, than theſe very 
Perſons, who make ſuch a Clamour about Non-Reſiſtance, 
ehen at any time the Government bears hard on them- 
ſelves. 

Let them now, for Shame, talk no more of their Loy- 
alty. The Nation now, if they ſhut not their Eyes, may 
ſee what a Loyal Generation they are. They ſhew them- 
ſelves of ſuch a Malignant, Diabolical Temper, that they 
can't ſuſſer their peaceable Neighbours to live quietly by 
them, but unleſs the Government will hearken to them, 
and call in the Toleration, and perſecute Diſſenters, who 
are hearty in the Intereſt of the preſent Government, 
they will flie in the Face of Government it ſelf, and will 
openly Revel. And yet at the ſame time, pretend they 
are, for Non- Reſiſtance, * and Indulgence to tender 
Conſciences. | | 
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Was ever ſuch Nonſenſe? Was ever ſuch Abſur dity, 
and barefac'd Contradiction, impoſed on the World? 
One would have reaſon to think, that theſe Men are 
infatuated, or that they believe the Nation Is blind, and 
all the World 4:#rated, that can't diſcern ſuch appar- 
ent and palpable Contradictions as theſe. | 

And, yet, to our Aſtoniſhment, what Multitudes 
be there, that ſeem to wiſh well to our Feru/alem, the 
Peace of it, and profeſs themſelves to be in the Intereſt 
of the preſent Government, that. fall in with theſe 
Gentlemen, and take their part! Which ſhews it to be 
a time of great Darkneſs and horrible Deluſion, that we 
live in, and therefore that we have reaſon to pray to 
God to open their Eyes, and to pray earneſtly for the 


peace of Jeruſalem, againſt all theſe ſecret and domeſtick 


Enemies, who will certainly »aine us, under the Notion 
of Friends, if left to themſelves. 

And whether they are in the Intereſt of the St. Ger- 
main=-Pretender, yea, or no, directly and formally, it 
is not material, but they ſerve his Intereſt, and promote 
his Cauſe, and keep off the much-w:ſh'd-for Peace, as 
effectually, and fully, as the Pretender's open Friends can 
do; yea, and much more, becauſe we expected not 
ſach Things at their Hands, but took them to be 
Friends. And an Enemy in our Beſom is much more 
dangerous than an open Foe; which makes the Duty of 
my Text very ſeaſonable at this time, namely, to Pray 
for the peace of Jeruſalem, vs Ns 

3. Laſtly, Another thing that makes it a ſeaſonable 
Duty at this time, is that growth of Impiety, and abomi- 
nable Wickedneſs that there is among us. Perſons may be 
as licentious as they will; may Swear and abuſe the Sa- 
cred name of God; may prophane the Sabbath. and 
fit in the Ale-Houſe all the Lord's Day ; may wallow 
in Drunkenneſs, and all manner of Lewdneſs; and no no- 
zice, for the moſt part, is taken of it; none, or very 
few, have any Heart, or Courage, to bring Sinners t 
Shame, tho' we have very good Laws provided in that 
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" Yea, let me add, which I am ſorry to mention, * | 


there be, whoſe Office ſhould teach them better things, 
that do publickly diſcourage thoſe few Perſons that concern 
themſelves in this good Work. 

In order to amend the badneſs and corruption of the 
preſent Age, and to promote that bleſſed and deſirable 
Work, the Reformation of Manners, ſome pious Perſons 
of Publick Spirits have form'd themſelves into particu- 
lar Societies tor that purpoſe. And ſomething has been 
done in ſome Places, particularly the Metropolis of this 
Kingdom, with good Succeſs : But a dead Weight does 
Tie on the Wheel, and fome Miniſters themſelves do 
openly diſcourage theſe pious attempts, under the aſper- 
ſions of Sancti ſied Spleen, and turning odious Informers. 

Witneſs Dr. Sacheverell, that good Man, (who by 
ſome Perſons is almoſt 14s;z'd, and made more than a 
Saint) in his Sermon preach'd at the Aſſizes held at 
Derby, which the Houſe of Commons took notice of, 
aud wherein are theſe Words. 

“ Do not theſe (faith he, ſpeaking p. S. of the Injuncti- 
< ons of Charity, Religion, and Juſtice) as ſtrictly com- 
ce mand us, not to thruſt our ſelves pragmatically in- 
4, to his, ( i. e. our Neighbour's Buſineſs) or meddle 


& with thoſe concerns that do not belong to us; or 


< under the Sanctified Pretence of Reformation of Man- 
& ers, to turn Informers, aſſume an odicus and Factious 
* Office, &c. And ſpeaking again to the ſame Point, 
p. 10. he has theſe Words. 

Whatever Godly, and fallacious Gloſſes, ſuch Trou- 


te bleſom Waſps, that erect into Illegal Inquiſitions, may 


4 caſt upon their Actions, they are doubtleſs the 
e onwarrantable effects of an Idle Incroaching, Imper- 
* tinent, and medling Curioſity, a Vice as contrary to 
© the true Generous Spirit of Chriſtianity, as *tis to 
* Good Manners, and Juſtice. It is, in ſhort, the baſe 
e product of il! Nature, Spiritual Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, 
4 and Saniified Spleen, pretending to carry on the bleſ- 
** ſed Wark of Reformation, &c, 


Beloved 
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Beloved Chriſtians, does not every Body know, by 
daily Experience, that Men are ſo backward to this good 
Workgf promoting the Reformation of Manners, that 
tis a hard matter to engage any in it. And could it 
ever be thought that a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould 
be ſuch an Enemy to the Reformation of Manners, as to 
diſgrace the Promoters of it under ſuch odious and vile 
Characters, as to call their Societies legal Inquiſitiions, 
to make their pious attempt to be only the product of 
ill. Nature, Spiritual Pride, and Santtified Spleen, and to 
brand thoſe that are Active in it, with the vile name 
of Troubleſom Waſps, and odious Informers ? 

Certainly this Gentleman does forget himſelf, for 
the name of an Informer is not ſo Odious in his eſteem, 
as he would have us believe, at leaſt when buſied about 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, againſt whom he prompts the higher 
Powers, in his Sermon, preach'd November the 5th. to 
put the Penal Laws in execution, and commends Q. 
Elizabeth, (p. 19.) for giving the Diſſenters no Quarter, 
and exerciſing thoſe Severities ſhe uſed upon them, tho” 
a much better Man, I mean the Biſhop of Sarum, makes 
it the blemiſh of that Reign. { See his Lordſhip's Speech 
in the Houſe of Lords, upon the Occaſional Bill, p. 2. 
where are theſe Words ; © The Capital Proceedings 
« in Queen Elixabeth's Reign, and the ſevere AQ in the 
% 35th Year of it, that puniſhes Meetings with Impri- 
% ſonment, Baniſhment and Death, are Blemiſhes even 
« on that long and Glorious Reign.] 

But Dr. Sacheverell is of another Opinion, he ap- 
roves of thoſe Severities, and commends the Queen 
or it; and in his Sermon of Nov. 5. p. 19. hath theſe 

Words. Queen Elizabeth, that was deluded by that 
* Perfidious Prelate to the Toleration of the Genevian 


© Diſcipline, found it ſuch an headſtrong and encroaching 


* Monſter, That ſhe pronounced, That ſuch were 
* the reftleſs Spirits of that factious People, that no Quiet 
© was to be expected from them till they were utterly ſup- 


« preſſed. Which, like a Prudent Princeſs, ſhe did, by 
© wholſome Severities, &c. BE 


But 
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But how were theſe Severities exercifed upon them, 
but by means of Infor mers? So that an Informer is lo- 
vely enough in this Gentleman's Eye, when buſied in 
hunting the People of God, and giving Diſturbance to 
thoſe that meet together to worſhip God, in a quiet 
way; but is vile and odious, when bufied in diſturbing 
Debauch'd Sinners, the viſible Subjects of Satan's King- 
dom, and giving ſome check to the horrid Oath:, abo- 
minable Drunkenneſs, prophane Sabbath-breaking, and 
lewd Practices that are found among us, and which call 
aloud to Heaven for Vengeance, and lay a Foundation, 
if not ſuppreſſed, for Publick Judgments. 

What a ſtrange kind of Spirit is this Man of? Is 
this the Spirit of the High. Church? Is this the 
Saint, that is fo much admir'd ? Give me leave to 
tell you, ſhould ſuch Men as theſe be countenanced by 
us, they would be a means of prolonging our Judg- 
ments. And therefore I think 'tis the Duty of all, 
that wiſh well to our Jeruſalem, that have any regard 
to the Glory of God, or love to their Country, to ſhew 
their diſliłe of theſe Things. | 

t muſt be acknowledged by all good Chriſtians, that | 
they, who are Enemies to the Reformation of Manners, | 
are Enemies to the Nation, for Sin is the reproach and 
ruine of a People, Solomon being Judge, Prov. 14. 34. 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a reproach to 
any People. 1 

I make no doubt, but one great Reaſon, why the 
Judg ments of God in the preſent War, are lengthened 
out upon us, is our want of being a Reformed People. 
And if we continue ſtill unre formed, God can find out 
new ways to puniſh us, beſides the old ones ; And he hath 
told us ſo much in his Word, Lev. 26. 18. And if ye 
will not yet for all this hearken unto, me, then I will puniſh you 
ſeven times more for your (ins. ; 

Yea, let me tell you, there is a ſmall Cloud which 
does already begin to appear, that will break forth in- 
to a dreadful Storm, unleſs Divine Goodneſs doth timely 
prevent: For we are threatned in our late 4 2 
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thoſe that eſpouſe the Doctor's Cauſe, with a Civil 
War at * Home, ſo ſoon as the Peace is concluded A- 
broad. . But I wonder who ſhould occaſion this War, 
unleſs they themſelves. Thoſe, that are Friends to the 
preſent E#abliſhment, are eaſie and quiet: the Publick 
Mini ters, that are hearty to the Government, have all 
the Benefices and Preferments they can expect. The 
Diſſenters are eaſie with the Toleration, and Thankful for 
it. And I dare ſpeak it in the Name of all, that none 
are more hearty in the prelent War with France, where- 
in our all lies at Stake, our Religion and Liberty, our 
Church and Conctitution, than the Diſſenters are. And 


therefore if there be a Civil War, it mult be promoted 


by theſe High flyers, that talk ſo much of Non- Reſiſt ance, 
but care not to touch it, whea it comes to their Pra- 
Qice with one of their Fingers. 

Theſe things are matter of Lamentation, and did not 
extremity drive us to it, we would very willingly bury 


them in Silence. But when our Meeting-Houſes are 


pull'd down by the Mob, encourag'd by this Party; 
when we are threatned wich more and greater Mobs it 
the Doctor be puniſhed, and this from the Mouths of 
Men in Holy Orders; and not only fo, but with oper: 
Rebellion and Civil War, ſo ſoon as God ſhall bleſs us 
with Peace Abroad; tis high time for ſome one to 
ſpeak; and it makes the Duty of my Text very Seaſo- 
nable, namely, for all the true lovers of Sion, to pray 
earneſtly for the peace of Jeruſalem. And ſo I ſhall diſmiſs 
that firſt Head, the Grounds and Reaſons of this Duty, 
and come, 

Secondly, to ſhew you, what Enceuragements there are 
to this Duty. And this brings me to the other part of 
my Text, (They ſhall proſper that love thee) i. e. They 
that bear good Will to Jeruſalem, that love, and pray 
for the Peace and Proſperity of the Church and State, 
ſhall proſper themſelves more particulai ly. 
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1. They ſhall proſper, in being partakers of that pub- 
lick proſperity they pray for. They ſhall ſhare iu Jeruſalem's 
Peace and Proſperity. And therefore in praying for 
the Peace of Jeruſalem, the Peace and Proſperity of the 
Church and State, they do in effect pray for themſelves, 

to whom the benefit of that Peace redoundeth. If the 

Ship fink, our Cabbin in particular cannot be ſafe. But 

it by our Prayers and diligent Endeavours, we are a 

| meaas of preſerving the Ship, we thereby preſerve our 

own Cabbin. 

For this Reaſon dwas, that the Prophet formerly 
mov'd the People, to pray for the Peace and Proſperity 
of the State, when they were in Babylon, Jer. 29. 7. And 
ſeek the peace of the City, whither I have cauſed you to be 
carried away Captive, and pray unto the Lord for it, for in 
the peace thereof ye ſhall have peace. If there were no o- 
ther Encouragement but this, to pray for the peace of 
the Civil State, this alone is ſufficient, becauſe it con- 
duceth to our own Safety, our own Peace and Proſpe- 

14 rity ; becauſe we, as parts ſhall have our ſhare in the | 
1 good of the whole. 
And if there is Reaſon in an Enemy's Country, un- 
der an Idolatrous Prince, to pray for the Peace of the 
Civil State, upon this account, the Argument ſurely 
mult hold much ſtronger, as to thoſe who are in a Chri- 
ſtian Land, under the beſt of Princes, and the beſt 
> formed Civil Government in the World. 
16 2. They ſhall proſper, in having ſome peculiar Bleſ- | 
} ſings to themſelves. God has Bleſſings in ſtore for Publick | 
Spirited Perſons ; his Eye is upon them, and he regards 
chem, and theſe are the Men that he ofcentimes in this 
Wor 1d delighteth to Honour, by vouchſafing to them 
ſpec a! Deliverances, and ſingular Bleſſings. They ſhall 
not only ſhaie in the Common Peace and tranquility of 
the State, which is common to others, but they ſhall 
have Bleſſiygs .peculiar to themſelves. 

Wha: Solomen faith concerning Charity to the Poor, 
Prav. 11. 24. There is that ſcattereth, and yet increa- 
{eth, and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but 
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ie tendeth to Poverty, is applicable enough in this Caſe. Some 
Perſons there are of ſuch narrow Spirits, that if the Publick is 
at any time in danger, they will be ſure to ſave one, thinking 
this their beſt Wiſdom, and that which tendeth moſt to their 


Good ; bur ſuchPerſons do oft- times meer with Rebukes from 


Providence, and are Men for whom the World bas little 
Thanks; whereas rhe Public Spirited Man is beloved of God, 
and all good Men, and is oft- times remarkably Bleſſed by God, 


in this World. 


Thus God bleſſed Obed.edom and all his Houſhold fer the 
Ark's ſake, 2 Sam. 6. 11, In like manner, God promiſed 
Safety ro Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, becauſe he relieved Jere- 
miah the Prophet, Jer. 39. 16, 17, 18. Yea, Chriſt hath told 
us, that a Cup of cold water given to a Diſciple in the name 
of a Diſciple, ſhall not loſe its reward, Mart. 10. 42. God has 
a reſpect to Publich Spirited Perſons, tho it be but for Kind- 
neſs to particular Members of his Church: How much more 
then will God bleſs thoſe, that do much for the Publick, that 
venture their A/ for the Peace of Feruſalem. _ 

David was a notable Publick Spirited Perſon. who ſought 
the good both of Church and State. He ventur'd himſelf. in 
a ſingle Duel with great Goligh, for the good of bis Coun- 
try. And when God afterwards advanced him to a King- 
dom, and bleſſed him with Peace, he made ſuch proviſion to- 
ward Building of the Temple, as is almoſt Incredible, at leaſt 
as ſome Perſons compute the matter, which is ſer down in Ge- 
neral, 1 Chron. 22. 14. Now behold in my trouble, (In my Pover- 
ty, ſaith the Margin) I have prepared for the Houſe of the Lord, 


an hund::d thouſaud Talents of Gold, and a thouſad thouſand Ta- 


lents of Silver, and of Braſs and Iron without weight, (for *tis in 
abundance) Timber alſo and Stone have 1 prepared &c. The very 
Silver and Gold, at the loweſt computation, is above Eighty 


Millions of our Mony, and as ſome compute it, tis Eeibe 


hundred twenty five Millions, and others make it much 
more, almoſt Incredible, beſides the Lon and Braſs, the 
Timber and Stone, that he allo prepared for this Work. 
So that one would think, that David's Dedicating this 
I'nmenſe Treaſure for the Publich Te, ſhould have impcy 
veriſhed his Houſe : but the contrary was apparent in his Son 
Solomon, who was notwithſtanding the Richeſt Prince 1n the 
World. So that he was able to ſpeak from Experience, con- 
cerning his Father and his Houſe, what we have in his Pra- 
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verbs, in the fore quoted Text, There is that ſcattereth, and 
yet increaſetb. | 

Perſons want Faith to believe God's Word, otherwiſe they 
would not be ſo narrow Spirited, when Publick Occafions call 
for their Aſſiſtance. And if they obſerve, I am apr to think, 
that they themſelves may find it true in Experience, that 
Publick Spirited Perſons are uſually Bleſſed in this World, in 
a remarkable manner. Thus they ſhall proſper, in having 
peculiar Bleſſings to themſelves. 
3. They ſhall proſper, in having their Poſt erity Bleſſed after 
them. Thus twas in the Inſtance before-mention'd. God 
bleſſed Solomon for David's ſake. And if we look abroad in- 
to the World, and cenſult Experience, I doubt not bur twill 
furniſh us with variety of Inſtances to make good this Point. 

Luther was a Publick-Spirited Perſon, and deſpiſed the 
World, and died Poor, yet he had a ſtrong confidence at his 
Dea th, that God would make proviſion for his Family, which 
arcordirgly hapned. And many other Inſtances of this nature 
I have met with, both in my Reading and Obſervaticn. 
David, (peaking of the Charitable Man, which is a lower 
kind of Pablick-ſpirited Perſons, than I am treating of now, 
tells us expreſſy, that his Seed is bleſſed, P/al. 37. 26. He 7s 
ever merciful and lendeth, and his Seed is Bleſſed And the 
{ame holds good much more of the Publick Spirited Man, that 
is heartily concerned for the Pub/ick Melfſare. The Charira- 
ble Man is Good only to particular Perſons, but he that pray- 
eth for the Peace of Feruſalem, that ſeeketh and promoteth 
the Publick Good, is generally uſeful ; and of fuch an one it 


may be ſaid what David ſpeaks of his uſetul Man. Palm 


112. 2. His Sced ſhall be mighty upon the Earth, the Genera- 
tion of the upright ſhall be bleſſed. Only we muſt remember 
ro underſtand this Promiſe, with rhat limitarion which be- 
longs in common to all Temporal Promiſes, if God fees ir 
fir for him: For in Matters of a Temporal Nature, tis very 
becoming to refer our (elves to God's Wiſdom and Will. 

So then you fee, there is good encouragement to put in pra- 
ctice the Duty of my Text, from the Motive expreſly men- 
tion d in it. Pray for the Peace of Teruſalem; they ſhall 
proſper that love thee. They ſhall proſper in being ſharers in 
that Publich Proſperity that they Pray for; They ſhall proſper 
in having ſome peculiar Bleſſings umto themſelves; And 
they ſhall proſper in their Sced, when they themſelves are Dead 
PP 5 
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nd N It were eaſie to mention many other Encouragements to 
this Duty, befices that of my Text, bur I ſhall only touch | 
ey on one more, taken from the Example of good Men. The 
all 3 Saints of God, in old Time, have gone before us in this Path, 
k, and this is good Encouragement for us to follow after, for tis 
lat very becoming to go in the Way of good Men; we ought to | 
in | follow the Footſteps of the Flock. And here I might bring : 
ng a2 Whole Cloud of Witneſſes, let a few ſuffice. | | 
Nehemiah is a lovely Pattern of this Duty, he pray'd ear- 
ter neſtly for the Welfare of Feruſalem; you have his Prayer, and 
od the occaſion of ir, Neh. 1, 2, to 11th. which you may read ar 
n- leiſure. And he did not only Pray for Feruſalem's Welfare, | 
ill but he did what he could in order to promote it. He got 
. leave of the King to go to Feruſalem, to repair the City and 
he the Walls of it, Neh. 2. 35. And when he met with great Op- 
nis | ofition in the doing ot it, yet he went cheerful'y on with the | 
ch Work. tho the Labourers he employ d were forc'd to work | 
Ire with Swords by their Sides, Neh. 4. 17, 18. i 
| David allo is another notable Example of this Duty, as we 
er may learn from the Verſes following my Text, v. 7. 8. | 
w, Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity within thy Palaces. | 
7s For my Brethren and Companion's Sakes, I will now ſay, Peace | 
he be within thee, He did not only exhort others to pray for the 
at f Peace of Jeruſalem, as in my Text, but he put in Practice this | 
ta- Duty himſelf. Obſerve how he prays' for the Publick Good, 
y- ; Pfal. 25. 26. Redeem Iſracl, O God, out of all his Troubles. 
th So, Pſal. 118. 25. Sade now I beſeech thee, O Lord; O Lord, 
it [ leſeech thee, ſend now Proſperity. : | 
m ? And whoever was the Author of Pſal, 137. yer we may 


4 ' ſee, the fame Publich Spirit appearing in him, v. 5. C. If I 


er Forget thee, O Feruſalem, let my Right Hand forget her cunning. 
e- I do not remember thee, let my Tengue cleave to the Roof af 
it \ my Mouth; if I prefer not Feruſa/em above my chief Foy. 
ry ö And many other Inſtances there be of this Nature, which 
| plainly ſhew, that this hath been the Practice of good Men, 
a- to concern themſelves for the Publich Nlfare. But I proceed 
n- ; ro the third thing propos d, which was, 6 
atl * " Thirdly, To give ſome Directions about it. If ſo be you 
in z would pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, in a right manner, ſo 
er *} as to prevail; and efpecially on ſuch a ſolemn Day as this. 
nd when we are met together, to ſeck God, in a more than ordi- 
ad >} wary manner; then pleaſe to take with you theſe ſollowipg 
Y Pirections, ONE | | 


I; 1 2. Pray 
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1. Pray Penitently, We have great reaſon at this Day, to 
Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, becauſe of thoſe late Rebel- 
Hous Tumults, that have been in ſome Places; and we have as 
great reaſon to Pray Penitently, conſidering the great Provoca- 
tions of God, by the abounding Iniquity, that there is among 
us. 

Daniel's Prayer does well become ns, as we have it re- 
corded, Dan. 9. 7, 8, 9. O Lord, Righteouſneſs belongeth unto 
thee, but unto us Confuſion of Face, as at this Day, O Lord, 
to us be/ongeth Confuſion of Face ; to our Kings, to our Princes, 
and to our Fathers, becauſe we have ſinned againſt thee, To the 


Lord our God belong Mercies and Forgiveneſſes, tho we hade 


rebell d againſt him. We have no better Argument to plead 
with God, than his own moſt Excellent and Merciful Nature. 
To the Lord our God belong Mercies and Forgiveneſſes, tho 
we have rebelld againſt him. | 

We ſhould humble our ſelves, my Beloved Chriſtians, on 
ſuch Days as this, for our own Sins: and for the Sins of the 
Nation. For our own Sins; left Guilr lying upon our own 
Souls, hinder the Prevalency of our Prayers for others. And 
for other Men's Sins ; as we are Members of the ſame Commu- 
nity with them. 

And for our Encouragement, you know what was ſaid to 
Abraham concetning Sodom, that had there been but Ten 
R:ghteons Perſons, the whole Place ſhould have been ſav'd, 


through Abraham's Intercefſion, for their Sales, Gen 18. 32. 


who knoweth, but God may regard the Prayers of his Peo- 
ple, choſe that ſeck him in ſincerity, in a Penitent manner, 
not only for themſelves, but for the whole Land? 

Let us therefore Pray heartily for the Peace of Jeruſalem 


for the Welfare and Proſperity of the Church and State in 


this Nation. And more particularly, let us Pray for our So- 
yereign Lady the Queen, the Defender of our Liberty, the 
Glory of our Iſland, whom God long Preſærve, on the Throne 
of her Anceſtors! Ler us alſo Pray for the rwo Houles of 
Parliament, for the Lords and Commons, that God would give 
them Wiſdom in the preſent Juncture, and for al! that are in 
Authority over us, that under them we may lead Quiet and 
Peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; and for our 
Armies abroad, that God would Crown em with freſh Law- 
rels, and baffle our Enemies both at Home and Abroad, in all 


their Deſizns ; and for a Laſting and Honourable Pegce, when 
God fees it ft. „„ 
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"Theſe are ſome of the Principal Things, that we have to 
And if we pray unto God 


Penitently, by Confeſſing our Sins, and reſolving to Reform 


what is amiſs, there is reaſon to hope, that God will hear 


from Heayen, his Dwelling Place, and give an Anſwer of 


Peace. 


2. Pray Believingly. He that cometh to God in a way of 


Prayer, muſt believe that he is, and that he is a Rewarder of 
them that deligently ſeek him, Heb. 11. 6. 


With reſpect to God, we muſt believe his Exiſtence, we 
muſt believe his Promiſes, we mult believe that he is able and 


willing to help his People, and that we need not run to other 


F 1 1 2 3 
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| as David, 2 Sam. 12. 12. Hho can tell, whether the Lord will 


Theſes | 


Shifts, and be divided berween God and Carnal Means. 
Faith is a neceſſary _— of Prayer, if ſo be we would 
evail with God in our Prayers, Fam. 1. 6,7, 8. But let bim 

ash in Faith, not wavering, for he that wavereth, is like a wave 

of the Sea, driven with the wind and toſſed ; for let not that 
man think, that he ſhall receive any thing of the Lord. When 
we come to God in a way of Prayer, we ought ro believe his 

Being and Exiſtence, to relie on his Word, and to hope in 

his Mercy. 

Again, with reſpect to Chriſt 5 we muſt go to God in his 
Name, relie on his Merzts, and muſt take him with us in the 
Arms of our Faith ; for he is the way unto the Father, as him- 
ſelf tells us, Job. 14. 6. I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life : No Man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Hitherto, 
(ſaid Chriſt unto his Diſciples) ye have ask'd nothing in my 
Name; ask, and ye ſhall receive, Joh, 16. 23. So 70h. 14. 14. 
If ye ſhall atk any thing in my Name, I will do it. So Mat. 
18. 19, 20. If two of you ſhall agree on Earth, touching any 
thing, that they ſhall ask; it ſhall be done for them of my 
Father, which is in Heaven. For where two or three are gather d 
together in my Name, there am I in the midſt of them, This is 
good Encouragement to Faith. 

Again, with reſpect to the particular Bleſſings pray'd for; 
neceſſary ones, that are abſo/utcly promis d, may be abſolute- 
ly expected: Bur we muſt always remember, that the Pro- 
miſe of the Bleflings of this Life is not abſolute. Theſe Things 
are diſpens'd, as God in his Wiſdom ſees meet, as fhall make 
moſt for his Glory and his People's Good. And therefore the 
Saints, recorded in Scripture, expreſs themſelves with ſome 
Heſitancy about theſe Things, tho' inclin'd ro hope the beſt, 
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not be gracious to me, that the Child may live? God knoweth, 
what we really want, and what is beſt for us, and is better 
able ro chuſe for us, than we for our ſelves. M/ho knoweth 
(ſaid they, Joel 2. 14.) if he will return, and leave a Bleſſing ? 
'Thus in Matrers of a Temporal Concern ; whether it relate 
to our Armies Abroad, or our Affairs at Home; we mutt 
refer our ſelves ro God's Wiſdom and Will, and order our 
Prayers according to his Mord. and believe, that according 
thereto they ſhall be anſwer' d. | j 
3. Laſtly, Pray fervently. And this is the way to prevail 
in our Prayers. | 2 
| Daniel was a Man fervent in Prayer, we may ſee the Fer- 
| vency of his Spirit in his Expreſſions, Dan. 9. 19. O Lord hear, | 
j O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken and do, defer not for thine own 
ſake, O my God; for thy City and thy People are call d by thy 
Name. And God heard him as it follows, v. 20. &9c. . 
| Elias alſo was a Man fervent in Prayer, and he obrain'd, 
1! Fam. 5. 17. Elias was a Man ſubject to like Paſſions, as we are, 
| and be prayed earneſtly, that it might net rain, and it rained 
not, &c. (He prayed earneſtly) In the Original tis Ięegev 
The:zanuZa To, He prayed in bis Prayer. He did not only ſay 
his Prayers, but pray d in his Prayer, his Heart and Soul was 
engag'd in it. And what was the Iſſue? Why, God heard 
his Prayer. He pray'd earneſtly, that it might not Rain, and 
it rain d net on the Earth, by the ſpace of three Tears, and ſix 
Months. 
And thus, if we did earneſt/y cry unto God, for the Nel- 
fare of this Nation, for the Preſperity of our Forces, both by 
Sea and Land, for the diſcouragement of our Fnemies, both 
at Home and Abroad. &c. who knoweth, but God may hear us? 
'Tis reported of Mr. Knox, a Man eminent for, and fe vent 
in Prayer, that Mary Queen of Scots, ſhould ſay of him, She 
more feared Knox's Prayer, than an Army of ten thouſand Men. 
A plain Evidence of his fervency, and prevalency in Prayer. 
There is an encouraging Word, Fam. 5. 16. The effeual fer- 
vent Prayer of a Rightous Man availeth much. In the Orięi- 
nal tis, Sino; ire νν,]n, the well laboured, the inwrought 
Prayer of a Righteous Man availeth much; Cold Lazy, Luke- 
warm Prayers, ſeldom reach half way to Heaven; they are 
| fervent Prayers that are prevailing ones. | 
Jacob Wreſtled with God in his Prayers, and he prevailed. 
And if we, this Day, were wre/t/ing Jacobs, who knows, but 
we may be prevailing Iſracls? Which God ef his Infinite 
Mercy g ant! ADFER 
| 3 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Sherborne March 29. 1710. 
Ince the foregoing Notes were ſent to the Preſs, we 

have ſome account of the Judoment given by the 
Houſe of Lords, on the Impeachment of the Commons 
of Great Britain, againlt Dr. 5acheverel!!, who was found 
Guilty of the High Crimes and Miſdemeanours charged 
upon him, and accordingly the Lords ve Sentence a- 


gainſt him to this purpoſe, That be ſhould be Silenc'd, 


or not permitted to Preach, during the term of three Tears 
next enſuing, and that his two Sermons ſhould be burnt by 
the Hands ef the Common Hangman, and that the Lord 
Mayor and two Sheriffs ſhould be preſent, &c. The ſub- 
ſtance of this News came to our Town laſt Thurſday ; 
whereupon the Bells were ſet a Ringiag, and great Re— 
joycing was made in this Place, and 1 was in hopes 
that we ſhould now be al] reconciled again; for we, 
that were Diſſenters, were well pleaſed with the Mild 
Sentence that was paſled on the Doctor, and ſecing 


our Brethren of the Church of England, (as | thought) 


Rejoyced at it, I concluded, that now we ſhould have 
good Neighbourhood, and al] Perſons would be eaſe. 

But I foon fonnd my felt miſtaken, for in the Even- 
ing we had unuſual Rejoycing, ſcarce ever the like in 


this Place, upon any occaſion ; in divers Houſes there 


were Illuminations, many Bon fires were made in ſeve- 
ral parts of the Town; Dr. Sacheverell's Health was 
Publickly drank in our Toewn-Hall, and that in Aqua 
mirabil;s too, and this upon their Knees; and one in 
particular, that refuſed the Health when offered to him, 
was treated in a Rude Indeceat manner; there being 
alſo. ſome Bottles of Wine ſent into the Church, for 
another Select Company, the DoRor's Health, (as 1 am 


D informed) 
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informed) was drank by both Sexer, at the top of the 


"Tower, with Lights in their Hands, to give notice 


of it; And as for us that are Diſſenters, we were ex- 
cluded from the common Joy, being forced to keep our 
Doors faſt, and this was lcarce fufficient to keep us 
f: om the Rabble, who Curs'd the Presbyterians to the 


Pit of Hel, beat a Drum about the Town, threatned 
to Burn, or pull down our Meeting- Houſe ; and having 


Guns with them, they made a halt at ſeveral Houſes, 
and fired at them; at my own in particular, to the 
aftrightment of my Family; and when this 7:otous Re- 
joycing will end, I know not, for we have had Ringin 

of Belis every day ſince laſt Thurſday, not the Lord's- 
Day excepted ; tho' ſome tel] us, (and lam apt to be- 
lieve it) That the Ringers are paid for the moſt part, 
out of the Poor-Box, when at the ſame time the Poor 
do ſenſibly increaſe in this Place, and we ſcarce know 
what to do with them; Our Bonfires are ſtil] continued 
among us, no Night being miſſed, but the Lord's- Day and 
Saturday, which makes it unſafe for ſome Perſons to pafs 


the Streets, when the Rabble is up; and laſt Night in 


particular, (it being Tueſday) beſides Bonfires and Ring- 
ing, we had Illuminations on the Top of the Tower, 
and Anthems ſung there by ſome of both Sexes, and 
Guns fired from that Place, but the Bon- fire below was 
molt trouble ſom, it being unſafe for any Diſſenters to 


appear in the Street, and ſome few of the meaner ſort, 


that were found there, were lifted up, before they were 
aware, on Mens Shoulders, by a Pole they had prepa- 
red, and abuſed after an Unchriſtian manner, and par- 
ticularly one of my Neighbours: But above all, the 
Tranſctions of Monday were moſt Remarkable, for 
that being the Day appointed by Authority for burn- 
ing Dr. Sacheverel's Sermons, a Bon-fire was made in 
this Place, and a Book of Mr. Hoadly's brought to it, 
and the Perſon that Officiated having held up the Book, 


and «carried it round the Fire, at length threw it in, 


with theſe Words Publickly uſed, a Hoadly ; a Hogdly 
a Hoaadly. | + 
7 4 Now, 


L 


(27) 
Now, I would ask the Gentlemen of this Town, whe- 
ther theſe Practices, encourag'd by them, are conſiſt ent 
with the Rules of our Holy Religion, which we in com- 
mon profeſs; with that Sobriety and Piery, with that 
Love and Charity, with that Meekneſs and Forbearance, 


with that Peace and Good Neighbourhood, that the Goſpel. 


does enjoyn? And whether all this Rage, that is ex- 
preſs'd againſt D.ſſenters, on this occalion, (who are 
not concern'd in the preſent Quarrel, any further than by 
approving what the Honourable Houſe of Lords and Com- 
mons have done) may not properly be referr'd, with 
that Rioting and Drunkenneſs that bath attended it, to 
the Works of the Fleſh, which end in Deſtruction? And 


I would ask Mr. Lacy, the Miniſter of the Place, whe- .. 


ther he can juſtifie theſe Proceedings? Sherbone, former- 
Iy, has been eſteem'd.a Civil zd Town, has had Excel- 
lent Preachers, Men of Piety and Learning, and has 


been fam'd for Religon + But if ſuch kind of Practices be 


incourag'd among us, we ſhall become the Sear of Satan, 
I had almoſt ſaid, the very Den of Devils. Inſtead of 
promoting the Reformation of Manners, ſo much wanted 
among us, and deſir'd by ſome, we ſhall effectually ſer 
up the Devil's Kingdom. 

Yea, I would ask theſe Gentlemen, whether ſuch Re- 
bellious and Riotous Practices are conſiſtent with that Duty, 
and Reſpect to Governours, that is requir'd in the Fifth 
Commandment ! Or with that Loyalty, which the Church- 
2 hicherto, upon all Occaſions, have made their boaſt 
O1: 

I profeſs, I eſteem it a meer Banter on the Govern- 
ment, and a horrid Reflection on our Laws and Senators, 
both Lords and Commons, and would defire my Brethren 
of the Church of England, ſome of them, to unriddle this 
Myſtery, for the Satisfaction of my ſelf, and others. 

The Common Tale, that is going among the Rabble, 
gives no Satisfaction in this Caſe, and is a meer Deluſs- 
on, whereby they are horribly impos/4 on, namely, 
T hat either the Meeting - Houſes, or the Eftabliſh'd Church 


muſt come down. For, bleſſed be God, both are e- 
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cur'd and out of Danger, by our preſent Laws and Con- 
ſtitution. And 'tis only the Church of Dr. Sache verell, | 


which he has ſet up, in Oppoſition to the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, by advancing ſuch Doctrines,, as are Incon- 
ſiſtent with the preſent Eftabliſhment, and which open 
a Door for the Prince of Wales, that is in Danger, by 
the ſeaſonable Proceedings of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, in their juſt Proſecution of the ſaid Doctor. 
And therefore | am ſorry, that ſo many Perſons, who 
are in the Intereſt of the Engliſh Nation, are ſo groſly 
impos'd on, at this time of Day, by ſuch who would 
fain at this Juncture, to the great Joy of the French 
Monarch, ſtit up Rebellion in this Kingdom. 
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